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Recommendations

Government of Sierra Leone

Timely disburse the quarterly allocation to the Prison Service and ensure that the yearly allocation includes 

an adequate amount for periodic maintenance and rehabilitation works.

The Of?ce of the Attorney General and Minister of Justice

• Devise solutions to increase the prosecutorial capacity of the Of?ce throughout the country.

• Operationalize the Legal Aid Act 2012 to ensure that everyone has proper representation and defence.

• Ensure that the reform of the Criminal Procedure Act includes the decriminalization of minor offences, 

i.e. traf?c offences, loitering or fraudulent conversion.

The Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA)

• Establish a nationwide MoU with the MOHS to ensure that public health care system covers for all the 

costs involved with the hospitalization of prisoners.

• Promote legislation regulating the condition of detention in police cells in line with international 

standards.

• Promptly submit the Correctional Service Bill to Parliament for enactment.

The Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children Affairs (MSWGCA)

• Establish distinct and reasonable lines in the yearly budget for juvenile detention centres for 

maintenance, fuel, periodic renewal of uniforms for prison staff and prisoners, beddings, food.

• Promote alternatives to detention of juveniles at both pre-trial and post-trial stages and take the lead in 

introducing measures needed to implement the existing legal provision for diversion; promote 

community-based rehabilitation and reintegration service for children.

• Explore a less institutionalised and less expensive alternative to Remand Homes to respond to remand 

cases in Northern and Eastern regions. 

• Urgently ?nd a sustainable solution, in concert and with support from the MOHS, to ensure access to 

water and health care for inmates detained at the Approved School. Also establish a nationwide MoU 

with the MOHS to ensure that public health care system covers for all the costs involved with the 

hospitalization of juvenile detainees.

The Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MOHS)

• Establish a nationwide MoU with the MIA and the MSWGCA to ensure that the public health care system 

covers all the costs involved with the hospitalization of adult and juvenile prisoners, and extend such 

practice to suspects in police and local courts cells.

The Ministry of Education

• Assign permanent teachers to the Remand Homes and the Approved School to ensure that children 

receive proper education covering all areas of Junior Secondary Education while in detention.

• Support adult literacy programmes in prison and provide inmates with the possibility to sit to exams.

Parliament

Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment (OP-CAT).
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